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Job Title: Heavy Equipment Operator
Department: Public Works
FLSA Status: Non-Exempt
Reports To: Public Works Supervisor / Director
Pay Range: $21.62 – $24.85 per hour, depending on qualifications and experience

Job Summary
The City of Auburn Public Works Department is seeking an experienced Heavy Equipment Operator to perform skilled work operating heavy construction and maintenance equipment in support of public infrastructure projects. This position requires a highly capable, safety-conscious operator who can work independently, perform manual labor as required, and contribute to a productive crew environment. This is not an entry-level position. Only experienced operators should apply.
Essential Duties and Responsibilities
· Operate heavy equipment safely and efficiently, including but not limited to:
· Dump trucks (with and without trailers)
· Mini excavators
· Skid steers (including finish grading)
· 416 backhoe
· Perform finish grading and excavation work to required specifications with minimal supervision
· Haul materials, equipment, and supplies to and from job sites
· Assist with road maintenance, stormwater drainage work, utility repairs, and other Public Works projects
· Perform routine inspections, basic maintenance, and cleaning of assigned equipment
· Identify mechanical issues and report needed repairs promptly
· Perform manual labor in support of Public Works operations, including shoveling, lifting, trench work, and site cleanup
· Follow all safety procedures, traffic control requirements, and City policies
· Work as part of a crew and complete all duties as assigned
Minimum Qualifications
· Extensive, hands-on experience operating heavy equipment in a construction, municipal, or public works environment
· Demonstrated proficiency in:
· Driving a dump truck and pulling a trailer (CDL not required)
· Operating mini excavators
· Finish grading with a skid steer
· Operating a 416 backhoe
· Ability to read grade stakes, job plans, and basic construction markings
· Strong understanding of job-site safety practices
· Ability to work outdoors in varying weather conditions
Preferred Qualifications
· Previous experience in a municipal or public works setting
· Knowledge of stormwater systems, roadway construction, or utility installation
· Experience working around traffic and performing work-zone safety procedures
Knowledge, Skills, and Abilities
· High level of equipment control, awareness, and precision
· Strong work ethic and reliability
· Ability to follow verbal and written instructions
· Ability to work independently or as part of a team
· Willingness to perform physically demanding manual labor as required
Physical Requirements
· Ability to lift, carry, push, and pull up to 50 pounds
· Ability to climb on and off heavy equipment repeatedly throughout the workday
· Ability to stand, walk, bend, kneel, and work in confined spaces as required
Work Environment
· Outdoor work in varying weather conditions
· Exposure to noise, vibration, dust, and construction hazards
· May require early mornings, extended hours, or emergency call-outs
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